Dear Resident,

You love Florida and so do I. It is a great place
to live, work, play, and raise a family. But at
certain times of the year, we must protect
ourselves, our family and our property from the
threat of the severe storms that sometimes
come our way.
So, in the event of a hurricane or other major
emergency, you must be prepared to survive on
your own for 72 hours.
How? Take action before the storm, not after!
This brochure provides you the information you
need with easy links to proven hurricane
preparedness tips. This information will help you
protect your family in any emergency and
particularly help you “weather” a major storm
event. Please take the time to read this valuable
information and resolve to implement your
personal Hurricane Protection Plan today.
Have a safe hurricane season!

OSCEOLA COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER'S

ROLE IN DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

After a storm occurs, it is the responsibility of the
Osceola County Property Appraiser's office to
assess all damaged property. After first responders
deem a certain area safe, our teams go out into the
field and assess damage in four color-coded
categories: affected, minor, major, or destroyed. If
the disaster is major, our team will use additional
resources to help with assessments. Our
appraisers assess based on four categories to
further assist the Osceola County Emergency
Management and county, state, and federal
officials.

AFFECTED
Structure has received minimal
damage and is habitable without repairs.

and

MINOR
Structure is damaged & habitable
with minor repairs.
Nonstructural components have
sustained damage.

MAJOR

DESTROYED

Osceola County Property Appraiser

P R E P A R E D N E S S

D A M A G E

Sustained structural or significant damage.
Currently uninhabitable. Extensive repairs
are necessary and will take more than
30 days. Frame damaged, roof partially
off or collapsed.

Katrina S. Scarborough, CFA, CCF, MCF

H U R R I C A N E

Structure is a total loss. Not economically
feasible to repair. Permanently
uninhabitable. Structure is red-tagged
and condemned.

A S S E S S M E N T
G U I D E

BEFORE THE STORM

BEFORE THE STORM
Early preparation and planning are essential to
being as safe as possible during a hurricane.
The following tips are for you and your family to
develop a comprehensive Hurricane Protection
Plan:
Create your family's Hurricane Protection
Plan ahead of time.
Decide where you will wait-out the storm and
where you will go if you have to evacuate.
Determine an out-of-area emergency

DURING THE STORM
If you are staying in your home during the
storm, make sure all family members,
including pets, are in a location away from
windows and doors. In the case of
evacuation, you can find a local shelter
(and some are pet-friendly) through the
Osceola County Emergency Management
web page.

contact.
Gather and make copies of your important
documents and designate a safe, dry
location for them.
Take photos of your property.
Review your insurance coverage.
Secure outdoor items on your property such
as potted plants, outdoor furniture, and
garbage cans.
Have a disaster supply kit ready.
Protect doors and windows.
Place sandbags around your home in areas
that are most likely to flood.

AFTER THE STORM
When the hurricane has passed, it
does not mean the danger has passed.
Here are some tips for after the storm:
If you were evacuated, do not return
home until officials tell you it is safe
to do so.

HURRICANE
PREPAREDNESS
RESOURCES

Stay clear of downed power lines.
If you do not have power, be
cautious with using candles and

The tips included in this brochure are only a small
part of hurricane preparedness and you should
look into the following resources for more tips and
help on preparing your family for hurricane
season in Osceola County:

generators.

Osceola County Emergency Management
Red Cross
Ready.gov

Inspect your home for damage.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Inspect your home for damage.
Follow instructions from local
officials about use of electricity and
water.

